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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -2, 5-6, 8-9, 1 2-1 3 and 1 6-1 7 are pending in the application, and have 
been examined in the present Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-2, 5-6, 8-9, 12-13 and 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Liu, US Patent 5,768,617. 

4. With respect to claim 1 , Liu teaches a memory interface device to control a 
memory access with respect to: a memory write unit to comply with a memory write 
procedure in which every time data is written into a memory every predetermined 
amount unit, it is confirmed that readout of the data from the memory has been 
completed, and then the next write of the data into the memory is performed; and a 
memory readout unit which reads the data from the memory, the memory interface 
device comprising: 

write detection means for detecting the write of the predetermined amount unit of 
the data from the memory write unit into the memory, in col. 11, lines 14-16; 
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signal generation means for generating a signal to notify the memory write unit 
that the readout of the data from the memory has been completed, in a case where the 
write of the predetermined amount unit of the data is detected, in col. 12, lines 7-22; 

data storage amount measurement means for measuring an amount of the data 
stored in the memory, in col. 11, lines 16-23; and 

memory readout control means for generating an interrupt signal with respect to 
the memory readout unit, in a case where the stored data amount in the memory 
reaches a predetermined readout start storage amount, in col. 1 1 , lines 16-32. 
5. With respect to claim 2, Liu teaches a memory interface device to control a 
memory access with respect to: a memory write unit to comply with a memory write 
procedure in which every time data is written into a memory every predetermined 
amount unit, it is confirmed that readout of the data from the memory has been 
completed, and then the next write of the data into the memory is performed; and a 
memory readout unit which reads the data from the memory, the memory interface 
device comprising: 

write detection means for detecting the write of the predetermined amount unit of 
the data from the memory write unit into the memory, in col. 11, lines 14-16; 

signal generation means for generating a signal to notify the memory write unit 
that the readout of the data from the memory has been completed, in a case where the 
write of the predetermined amount unit of the data is detected, in col. 12, lines 7-22; 

data storage amount measurement means for measuring an amount of the data 
stored in the memory, in col. 11, lines 16-23; 
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data processing means for reading the data from the memory to subject the data 
to predetermined processing, in col. 12, lines 7-22; and 

memory readout control means for generating an interrupt signal with respect to 
the memory readout unit, in a case where the stored data amount in the memory 
reaches a predetermined readout start storage amount, in col. 1 1 , lines 16-32. 

6. Claim 5 is rejected using similar reasoning as claim 1 . 

7. With respect to claim 6, Lie teaches the memory interface method according to 
claim 5, further comprising: 

a step of temporarily stopping the readout completion notice, in a case where the 
stored data amount in the memory reaches the predetermined readout start storage 
amount, in col. 11, lines 1 6-23. 

8. With respect to claim 8, Liu teaches a memory interface device to control a 
memory access with respect to: a first memory write and readout unit to comply with a 
memory write procedure in which every time data is written into a memory every 
predetermined amount unit, it is confirmed that readout of the data from the memory 
has been completed, and then the next write of the data into the memory is performed; 
and a second memory write and readout unit which writes and reads the data with 
respect to the memory, the memory interface device comprising: 

write detection means for detecting the write of the predetermined amount unit of 
the data from the first memory write and readout unit into the memory, in col. 1 1 , lines 
14-16; 
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first completion signal generation means for generating a signal to notify the first 
memory write and readout unit that the readout of the data from the memory has been 
completed, in a case where the write of the predetermined amount unit of the data is 
detected, in col. 12, lines 7-22; 

first data storage amount measurement means for measuring an amount of the 
data stored in the memory, in col. 1 1 , lines 16-23; 

first memory readout control means for generating an interrupt signal with 
respect to the second memory write and readout unit, in a case where the stored data 
amount in the memory reaches a predetermined readout start storage amount; 
write amount detection means for detecting the write of the predetermined amount of 
the data from the second memory write and readout unit into the memory, in col. 1 1 , 
lines 16-32; 

second completion signal generation means for generating a signal to notify the 
first memory write and readout unit that the write of the data into the memory has been 
completed, in a case where the write of the predetermined amount of the data is 
detected, in col. 11, lines 16-32; 

second data storage amount measurement means for measurement the stored 
data amount in the memory, in col. 1 1 , lines 16-32; and 

second memory readout control means for generating an interrupt signal with 
respect to the second memory write and readout unit, in a case where the stored data 
amount in the memory reaches a predetermined readout completion storage amount, in 
col. 11, lines 16-32. 
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9. 



Claim 9 is rejected using similar reasoning as claim 6. 



10. 



Claims 12-13 are rejected using similar reasoning as claims 8 and 9. 



11 



Claims 16-17 are rejected using similar reasoning as claims 1 and 8. 



Conclusion 



12. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 1 1 (c) to 
consider these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited 
therein teach similar buffer write systems. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RYAN DARE whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4069. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9:30-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matt Kim can be reached on (571)272-4182. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Ryan Dare/ 
April 10, 2009 



/Pierre-Michel Bataille/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2186 



